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ABSTRACT

The values of Tunjuk Ajar Melayu are a cultural heritage that reflects local wisdom
in various aspects of life, including in political communication. This study aims to
analyze how the values of Tunjuk Ajar Melayu are implemented in the political
communication of Malay women's leadership. The research method used is a
qualitative approach with in-depth interview techniques and discourse analysis of
speeches and political interactions of Malay women leaders. The results of the
study show that Malay women leaders apply the values of Tunjuk Ajar Melayu in
their political communication through three main aspects: (1) polite and
persuasive language, which is used to build emotional relationships with the
community; (2) the principle of deliberation and consensus, which is the basis for
decision-making and building understanding in the community; and (3) exemplary
moral and ethical leadership, which is reflected in an attitude of humility, honesty,
and responsibility in carrying out leadership duties. The implementation of these
values not only strengthens the legitimacy of Malay women's leadership but also
builds public trust, strengthens relationships with the community, and creates
harmonious and effective political communication. In conclusion, the
implementation of Tunjuk Ajar Melayu in the political communication of Malay
female leaders plays an important role in forming an inclusive, ethical, and social
harmony-oriented leadership style. This study shows that local cultural values

remain relevant in modern political dynamics and can be a sustainable model of
political communication.
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Political communication is a critical aspect of the political process, as it enables political
actors to convey their messages, engage with constituents, and influence public opinion
(Gomes & Setton, 2016). In the context of Malaysia, a multiethnic society, understanding
the relationship between political communication and cultural factors, particularly Malay
cultural values, is crucial for maintaining social harmony and effective governance (Jusoh
et al,, 202(); Haque, 2003; Enduring Values of Ethnic in Managing Multicultural Society in

Malaysia,” 2020).

Leadership communication plays a very important role in shaping the
effectiveness of aleader, including in the context of Malay women's leadership. As a group
with its own cultural values, norms, and traditions, Malay women face various challenges

in establishing their leadership in both public and private spaces.
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Malay women's leadership is often influenced by patriarchal cultural factors, Islamic
values, and social norms that emphasize gentleness, politeness, and respect for social
hierarchy. In this context, communication becomes the main tool for Malay women to
negotiate their leadership roles without abandoning their inherent cultural identity.

The representation and participation of women in political leadership roles have
been a topic of increasing interest in Indonesia. Particularly in the Riau province, the
interplay between political communication and women's leadership has warranted
further exploration. (Anggoro et al., 2023) This research paper aims to examine the
strategies employed by female political candidates in Riau, the challenges they face, and
the broader implications for women's leadership in the region.

Along with the development of the times and the increasing role of women in
various sectors, Malay women's leadership communication strategies continue to
develop. They must not only demonstrate the ability to communicate effectively but also
be able to adjust their communication style to existing social and professional dynamics.
Riau province, located on the island of Sumatra, has witnessed a growing number of
women vying for political office in recent years (Afandi et al., 2022). Through a rhetorical
analysis of selected speeches by Indonesian women politicians, researchers have
identified several key strategies used to engage their constituents. These strategies
include the use of repeated words and phrases, emphasizing economic growth and
development, and framing their policies and actions as essential for the region's recovery.
However, the representation of women in leadership roles remains a point of contention.
Despite the increased participation of women in the public sphere, the "glass ceiling"
phenomenon persists, with women often being perceived as less capable leaders
compared to their male counterparts. This perception is especially prevalent in rural
areas, where women's physical appearance is often prioritized over their leadership
abilities.

The media's role in shaping public perceptions of female political candidates in
Riau is also noteworthy. The news outlet Republika.com, for instance, has been observed
to focus more on analyzing the electability factors and political party support for female
candidates, presenting a positive view of women as alternative presidential candidates.
Nonetheless, research suggests that some media outlets continue to reinforce traditional
gender stereotypes, potentially hindering the advancement of women in leadership
positions. (Latif & Manaf, 2019)

The Tunjuk Ajar Melayu, a collection of traditional Malay teachings and moral
guidelines, has long been a cornerstone of Malay culture and society, serving as a set of
principles that govern personal conduct, interpersonal relationships, and societal norms.
While the Tunjuk Ajar Melayu is primarily focused on individual and communal well-
being, it also holds significant implications for political communication and the dynamics
of power in Malay communities.

One of the key aspects of the Tunjuk Ajar Melayu that influences political
communication is its emphasis on prudence, wisdom, and the avoidance of direct
confrontation. Malay literature, which is often a vehicle for the transmission of Tunjuk
Ajar Melayu principles, typically employs a more subtle and indirect approach to
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addressing sociopolitical issues, favoring metaphor and implication over overt criticism.
(Ishak et al,, 2021) This orientation towards diplomatic and nuanced communication can
be seen as both a strength and a limitation in the context of political discourse, as it can
facilitate respectful dialogue but may also hinder open and frank discussions.

Moreover, the Tunjuk Ajar Melayu's emphasis on social harmony, hierarchy, and
the maintenance of traditional power structures can have significant implications for
political communication and the dynamics of power in Malay societies. As Malay leaders
often draw upon the Tunjuk Ajar Melayu to legitimize their authority and position, the
communication strategies employed by these leaders may reflect the values and
principles enshrined in this cultural framework. (Alatas, 2018) At the same time, the
Tunjuk Ajar Melayu's emphasis on community, cooperation, and the collective good can
also serve as a counterbalance to the potential for political communication to become
overly individualistic or self-serving.

In recent years, there have been efforts to reexamine the Tunjuk Ajar Melayu in
the context of contemporary political and social challenges, such as the need for more
inclusive and equitable governance. These efforts have sought to reconcile the traditional
values of the Tunjuk Ajar Melayu with the evolving needs of Malay societies, exploring
how the principles of this cultural framework can be adapted to promote more effective
and responsive political communication. Overall, the link between the Tunjuk Ajar
Melayu and political communication in Malay societies is a complex and multifaceted
relationship, one that reflects the deep-rooted cultural and social dynamics that shape
the political landscape of Malaysia.

In addition, leadership in Tunjuk Ajar Melayu emphasizes the importance of a
leader being a protector and guardian for his people. Leaders are not only powerful but
must also be responsible for the welfare of their people. In the context of modern politics,
where personal and group interests often dominate, this value is very important to
uphold justice and maintain political integrity. Good leadership is not only judged by
political power but also by the ability to maintain social harmony and justice for all levels
of society (Salleh, 2022).

Ultimately, Tunjuk Ajar Melayu is not only relevant in maintaining political ethics
but also in resolving conflicts and maintaining social stability. The principles of politeness
and mutual respect taught in Malay culture are very relevant in overcoming political
tensions and conflicts between groups. These values can serve as a bridge to rebuild trust
between conflicting groups and ensure that the political process continues to run
peacefully and fairly (Yusuf, 2020). In conclusion, Tunjuk Ajar Melayu offers many
important lessons that are still relevant in contemporary politics. The values contained
in this tradition, such as justice, wise leadership, deliberation, and politeness, can be the
foundation for creating a more civilized and harmonious political culture. Although the
challenges of modernization and globalization often sideline these traditional values,
their wise application can help build a more inclusive and sustainable politics.
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METHOD

This study uses a qualitative approach using the phenomenological method because the
phenomenological method is directed to understand, describe, and interpret human life
experiences because qualitative research aims to gain a deep understanding of human
problems and their social environment, not to describe the surface. reality as quantitative
research does with positivism.

This study adopts qualitative research because the research for this study focuses
on the concept of political communication of female leaders. Furthermore, the qualitative
research approach gives researchers the freedom to construct reality from
data/responses of informants (when interpreting informants' views and experiences that
are filtered through the researcher's understanding). Interview questions in this study
were developed based on research objectives and supported by a literature review
related to the research topic. This research is qualitative with an in-depth interview
method. In the semi-structured in-depth interview protocol, the researcher prepares
questions in the form of a planning framework. These questions become a guideline for
researchers in asking questions to research subjects.

The location of this research was Pekanbaru. The data source in conducting the
research was obtained from the research subjects. The subjects in this study were
selected based on the research questions as a description of what data is needed by the
researcher. The subjects in this study were Malay women who had held positions as
leaders or who were currently leaders.

In this study, data was gathered through 1) interviews. In-depth interviews
involve the thorough exploration of material in a candid and unrestricted manner,
addressing issues with a research focus centered on the study's objectives. This situation
involves conducting in-depth interviews using a pre-prepared list of questions. 2)
Observation: This type of data gathering involves getting subjective information for the
study by making firsthand observations in the field. Visits and observations using the
desired achievement indicators are used to carry out the observation process. 3)
Documentation. Events that have occurred are documented in the form of writing,
images, or monumental works by an individual, including research-related papers, in the
tourism office, letters, reports, meeting minutes, diaries, and other types of documents.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The implementation of leadership values in Tunjuk Ajar Melayu have significant
relevance in women's political communication. Tunjuk Ajar Melayu, which contains
advice, mandates, role models, and counsel, emphasizes the importance of traits such as
honesty, courage, hard work, and perseverance. Not only do these values serve as
guidelines for daily life, but they also serve as the foundation for communication and
interaction, including in the political area. In political communication, Malay teaching
values reflect moral teachings, ethics, and leadership principles passed down from
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generation to generation. These values shaped the way Malay women communicate with
society, fellow leaders, and political opponents. The primary principles of Malay
education that are implemented in the political discourse of Malay women are described
below.

The Tunjuk Ajar Malay leadership model, as described by Islamic scholar Abdul
Rani Mahmud, highlights eight key values: intelligence, trustworthiness, fairness,
honesty, hard work, religiosity, responsibility, and populism (Nugraha & Rahmatullah,
2021). These values emphasize the importance of ethical and community-focused
leadership, with the leader serving as a role model and guide for the people. Research has
shown that these Malay leadership values are deeply rooted in the cultural and religious
traditions of the Malay community. As such, they hold significant sway in shaping the
leadership practices and communication styles of Malay political leaders.

In the context of political communication, Malay women can apply these values to
build a strong and integrated leadership image. For example, by prioritizing honesty and
sincerity in conveying political messages and showing courage in making decisions that
are in the interests of the community. In addition, the hard work and perseverance taught
in Tunjuk Ajar Melayu can help women face political challenges and gain public trust.

Implementation in Political Communication of Malay Female Leaders shows
specific teachings that explain the leader's character in the book Tunjuk Ajar Melayu by
H. Tenas Effendy, among others:

menjadi pemimpin bendaklah rajin,
mau bersusah tahan berlenjin

menjadi pemimpin hendaklah pemurah,
unjuk dan beri jangan berkira
menjadi pemimpin hendaklah penyayang,
besar dan kecil sama ditimang

menjadi pemimpin hendaklah pengasih,
miskin dan kaya jangan dipilih

menjadi pemimpin hendaklah penyantun,
yang muda dibimbing, yang tua dituntun

menjadi pemimpin hendaklah ikhlas,
berbuat baik tak harapkan balas

menjadi pemimpin hendaklah terbuka,
supaya hilang sak dan sangka

menjadi pemimpin baikkan sangka,
supaya jauh basat dan fitnah
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menjadi pemimpin haruslah sabar,
alam yang sempit menjadi lebar

According to Malay teachings on the qualities of leaders, as previously mentioned, if
categorised, Malay women leaders frequently employ a variety of implementations in
political communication, such as

Wise and Knowledgeable
In making decisions and communicating, leaders must consider various aspects carefully.
Deliberation and Consensus: Decisions taken must go through a democratic process of
dialogue and discussion. In accordance with the principle of deliberation and consensus,
Malay female leaders prioritize dialogue and discussion before making policies. This
reflects inclusive and democratic leadership. The concept of deliberation in Tunjuk Ajar
Melayu plays a major role in the political decision-making process. Deliberation is not
only seen as a means to reach consensus but also as a method that ensures social justice,
where every individual or group is given the opportunity to participate equally in
discussions. These values are deeply rooted in Malay tradition and have proven relevant
in the modern political context, especially in a democratic system.

Ultimately, deliberation in Tunjuk Ajar Melayu teaches the importance of mutual
agreement in achieving social justice. In politics, this means that decisions taken must
reflect the interests of all parties, not just the interests of the majority.

Fair and Wise Leadership

In accordance with the values of "wisdom and wisdom," Malay female leaders choose
words that do not offend others and still maintain unity and harmony in society. The
principle of fair and wise leadership in Tunjuk Ajar Melayu really emphasizes the role of
the leader as a protector, not an oppressor. An ideal leader in the Malay tradition is tasked
with looking after the welfare of his people, acting fairly and wisely in making decisions.
Leaders are seen as figures who have a moral responsibility to protect and serve, not just
exercise power with an iron fist. This concept is very relevant in the contemporary
political context, where leaders are required to be transparent, fair, and care about the
welfare of the people (Yusuf, 2020).

In the Malay context, the importance of justice and wisdom in leadership is often
reflected in the proverb, “A just king, the king is worshipped; a cruel king, the king is
denied.” This proverb implies that a just leader will receive full support from the people,
while an arbitrary leader will be rejected and opposed. This proverb also emphasizes that
the legitimacy of a leader is not solely obtained from power but also from how he carries
out his duties fairly and wisely (Salleh, 2020). In other expressions, the views of Malays
towards a leader who needs to have wisdom in running his task. This wisdom is shown
in saying and acting wisely. It is very important for a leader to have all his actions The
leader will influence the views of the people led by him.
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Challenges and Opportunities

The growing prominence of Malay women in political leadership roles has been
accompanied by both challenges and opportunities in implementing Tunjuk Ajar values.
On the one hand, Malay women leaders may face societal and cultural biases that can
hinder their ability to fully embody and communicate these values (Irawanto etal., 2011).
However, the emphasis on populism and community-centric leadership within the
Tunjuk Ajar framework may also provide Malay women leaders with a unique advantage
in connecting with their constituents and building trust. (Umari & Dewi, 2020) (Jusoh et
al,, 2021)

Additionally, the importance placed on ethics, integrity, and responsibility in
Tunjuk Ajar leadership can resonate with the electorate, particularly in an era of
heightened political scrutiny. One of the key challenges faced by Malay women leaders is
the perception that they may not possess the same level of authority or decision-making
power as their male counterparts. This can make it more difficult for them to effectively
communicate and implement the Tunjuk Ajar values in their political work.

At the same time, the increasing visibility and influence of Malay women in politics
presents an opportunity to further promote and integrate the Tunjuk Ajar values into the
political landscape. By showcasing how these traditional values can be effectively applied
in modern political contexts, Malay women leaders can help to preserve and strengthen
this important aspect of Malay cultural heritage.

Discussion
The implementation of Tunjuk Ajar Melayu leadership values in political communication
among Malay women leaders presents both opportunities and challenges. On one hand,
the cultural resonance of these values can help Malay women leaders connect more
effectively with their constituents and build a strong foundation of trust and legitimacy.
However, the practical application of these values in the modern political landscape may
require careful navigation, as Malay women leaders must balance traditional
expectations with the realities of contemporary political dynamics and processes.
Furthermore, the study highlights the need for Malay women leaders to develop a
nuanced and contextual understanding of how to effectively incorporate Tunjuk Ajar
Melayu values into their communication and leadership practices, as the specific
implementation may vary depending on the local context and the individual leader's style
and approach. The review of relevant literature, including studies on leadership in
Indonesia and Malaysia, as well as on women's leadership communication and team
effectiveness, provides a solid foundation for understanding the cultural and social
context in which Malay women leaders operate.

CONCLUSION

The implementation of tunjuk ajar values in Malay women's political communication
plays an important role in building ethical, authoritative, and community-oriented
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leadership. Values such as honesty, politeness, wisdom, deliberation, social
responsibility, and role models are the main guidelines in how Malay women
communicate and make decisions in the political realm.

By implementing these values, Malay women can overcome political challenges,
such as gender stereotypes and social expectations, without sacrificing their cultural
identity. A tunjuk ajar-based political communication approach allows them to build
public trust, create inclusive policies, and maintain harmony in political interactions.
More than just a means of communication, the tunjuk ajar values in Malay women's
political leadership also function as a moral foundation that shapes the character of a
responsible and integrity-oriented leader. By upholding these values, Malay women can
become agents of change that lead politics in a more just, harmonious, and socially
prosperous direction.

The successful implementation of the values of tunjuk ajar in the political
communication of Malay women not only strengthens their leadership but also inspires
the younger generation to engage in politics in a dignified manner. Therefore, the
strengthening of the values of tunjuk ajar must continue to be carried out so that they can
continue to be inherited and applied in the dynamics of modern politics.

The implementation of the Tunjuk Ajar Melayu leadership values in the political
communication of Malay female leaders reflects ethical, polite, and wise leadership.
Despite the challenges, Malay female leaders have a great opportunity to strengthen their
role in politics by adhering to noble cultural values. With the right approach, they can
become leaders who are not only respected but also influential in building a more
harmonious and democratic society.

REFERENCES

Afandi, S. A, Erdayani, R., Afandi, M., & Afandi, N. H. (2022). Pekanbaru Mayoral Election
2024: Critical Discourse Analysis Review. In Jurnal Politikom Indonesiana (Vol. 7,
Issue 2, p. 29). https://doi.org/10.35706/jpi.v7i2.7574

Alatas, S. F. (2018). Anti-Feudal Elements in Classical Malay Political Theory: The Taj al-
Salatin. In Journal of the Malaysian Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society (Vol. 91,
Issue 1, p. 29). Malaysian Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society.
https://doi.org/10.1353/ras.2018.0002

Amin, M. & Ritonga, A. D. (2022). The differential effect of women politicians’
communication, efficacy, and ideology in building citizens’ political satisfaction
and trust: A case of a developing nation. Journal of Ethnic and Cultural Studies,
9(4), 87-105.

Anggoro, A. D., Puspitasari, F. A, & Som, A. P. M. (2023). Robert Entman’s Framing
Analysis: Female Representation in 2024 Presidential Candidates on
Republika.com and Sindonews.com. In Komunikator (Vol. 15, Issue 2, p. 211).
Muhammadiyah University of Yogyakarta. https://doi.org/10.18196/jkm.19247

Communicare : Journal of Communication Studies | Volume 12 No. 1, June 2025 p. 1- 10



Tessa Shasrini | Implementation of Malay leadership Tunjuk Ajar Melayu 9
in Political Communication for Malay Women Leaders

Ashworth, S., Berry, C. R., & Bueno de Mesquita, E. (2023). Modeling theories of women’s
under-representation in elections. American Journal of Political Science,
https://doi.org/10.1111/ajps.127852514 S. OSEI-APPIAH ET AL

Belknap, R. A., & Cruz, N. (2007). When [ was in my home I suffered a lot: Mexican women’
s descriptions of abuse in family of origin. Health Care for Women International,
28(5), 506-522. https://doi.org/10.1080/07399330701226545

Cangara, H. (2009). Komunikasi politik: konsep, teori, dan strategi. Rajawali Pers.

Ehrhart, A. (2023). Navigating underrepresentation and gendered barriers to women's
political power: Narratives and experiences of women parliamentarians in
Turkey. Frontiers in Political Science, 4, 1-12.
https://doi.org/10.3389/fp0s.2022.107546)\

Heryanto, G. G. (2018). Media Komunikasi Politik. IRCiSoD

I[shak, N., Kamarudin, K., Hanafiah, H. A. Mohd., & Rahman, H. A. (2021). Literature Role
in the Daily Malay Community in the Novel “Seorang Tua Di Kaki Gunung From
the Perspective Theory of Pengkaedahan Melayu.” In International Journal of
Academic Research in Business and Social Sciences (Vol. 11, Issue 15).
https://doi.org/10.6007 /ijarbss/v11-i15/10631

Jiang, X. (2022). Gendered pathways to the county-level people’s congress in China. The
China Quarterly, 249, 68-90.D

Jusoh, M. H., Ibrahim, M. Y., Noh, C. H. C,, Abdullah, T. N. T., Mamat, N., Mohd, N. A. S. N,, &
Yasin, S. K. (2021). Leadership Communication Among Youth Leader in Malaysia.
In Advances in Social Science, Education and Humanities Research/Advances in
social science, education and humanities research.
https://doi.org/10.2991/assehr.k.210312.077

Juwitasari, R. (2021). Women in Sustainable Education: Glass Ceiling among Female
Schools Principals in Indonesia. In KAMBOTI Jurnal Sosial dan Humaniora (Vol. 2,
Issue 1, p. 1). https://doi.org/10.51135/kambotivol2iss1pp1-16

Kenyatta Nyambura, G. (2023). The political participation of women in Kenya,”. Journal
ofInternational Women’s Studies, 25(2), 1-13

Latif, L. A, & Manaf, A. H. A. (2019). EXPLORING WOMEN’'S LEADERSHIP
COMMUNICATION STYLES, TRAITS AND TEAM EFFECTIVENESS: A HIGHER
EDUCATION PERSPECTIVE.

Latif, L. A, & Manaf, A. H. A. (2019). EXPLORING WOMEN’'S LEADERSHIP
COMMUNICATION STYLES, TRAITS AND TEAM EFFECTIVENESS: A HIGHER
EDUCATION PERSPECTIVE.

McNair, B. (2017). An introduction to political communication. Taylor & Francis

Merchant, K. (2012). How Men And Women Differ: Gender Differences in Communication

Styles, Influence Tactics, and Leadership Styles.
https://scholarship.claremont.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1521&context=c
mc_theses

Mukarom, Z. (2011). Strategi Komunikasi Politik Perempuan di Lembaga Legislatif. [lmu
Dakwah: Academic Journal for Homiletic Studies, 5(18), 599-624

Robinson, A. L., & Gottlieb, J. (2021). How to close the gender gap in political participation:
Lessons from matrilineal societies in Africa. British Journal of Political Science,
51(1), 68-92. https://doi.org/10.1017/S0007123418000650

Communicare : Journal of Communication Studies | Volume 12 No. 1, June 2025 p. 1- 10


https://doi.org/10.3389/fpos.2022.107546/
https://doi.org/10.1017/S0007123418000650

Tessa Shasrini | Implementation of Malay leadership Tunjuk Ajar Melayu 10
in Political Communication for Malay Women Leaders

Saabar, S. S., Sualman, I, & Hashim, M. A. (2017). An Analysis of Malaysian Political
Communication and Its Role in Electoral Process. In SHS Web of Conferences (Vol.
33, p. 54). EDP Sciences. https://doi.org/10.1051/shsconf/20173300054

Sartika, D. D. (2016). Komunikasi Politik Caleg Perempuan Untuk Pemilihan Anggota
Legislatif Kota Palembang. Jurnal Sosiologi USK (Media Pemikiran & Aplikasi),
10(2), 1-21.

Siamdoust, N. (2023). Women reclaiming their voices for life and freedom: Music and the
2022uprising in Iran. Iranian Studies, 5(3), 577-583.

UNDP. (2020). 2020 HDR Technical Notes. pp. 1-19

Wagner, K. M., Gainous, J., & Abbott, J. P. (2021). Gender differences in critical digital
political engagement in China: The consequences for protest attitudes. Social
Science Computer Review, 39(2), 211-225.
https://doi.org/10.1177/0894439319865907

Woldearegay, A. G., & Hailu, S. M. (2023). Alternative voices from London: Women and

the Abyssinian war in Sylvia Pankhurst’s internationalist weekly New times and
Ethiopia news. Cogent Arts & Humanities, 10(1), 1-16. 2222453..

Communicare : Journal of Communication Studies | Volume 12 No. 1, June 2025 p. 1- 10


https://doi.org/10.1177/0894439319865907

